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DABIEN SCHEME, a celebrated financial
project set afloat by a Scotchman, William
Patterson, whose purpose was to form a
settlement on each side of the Isthmus of
Darien (now Isthmus of Panama), in order
to control the trade between the eastern and
western hemispheres. Nearly $4,000,000 was
subscribed, fully half of it in Scotland, and
in 1698 1,200 Scotch colonists sailed for the
isthmus. Disease and famine, however,
caused them to desert their settlement and
return to Scotland in June, 1699. Two other
companies of about the same size also at-
tempted to establish settlements at Darien,
with equally unfortunate results.

DARIUS I (550-485 B. a), a Persian king
who attained the throne in 521 B. c. One of
his first acts was to divide his empire into
twenty satrapies, or provinces, with a gover-
nor over each. He reduced the revolted city
of Babylon, and led an expedition of 700,000
men against the Scythians on the Danube.
The Greeks had aided the lonians in their
struggle to free themselves from Persia, and
Darius therefore sent an army under Mar-
donius to invade Greece. But the ships of
Mardonius were destroyed by a storm in
doubling Mount Athos, and his army was cut
to pieces by the Thracians. Darius, however,
fitted out a second expedition, which was met
on the plains of Marathon by an Athenian
army under Miltiades and completely de-
feated (490 B. c.)- Darius had determined
on a third expedition, when he died in 485.
See MARATHON.

DARIUS III, the twelfth and last king of
Persia. He ascended the throne in 336 B. c.?
when the kingdom had been weakened by
luxury and the tyranny of his governors and
could not resist the attacks of Alexander of
Macedon; the army of Darius was totally
routed on the banks of the Granicus, in Asia
Minor. Darius then hastened to meet Alex-
ander in the mountainous region of Cilieia
and was a second time totally defeated near
the Issus. Two years afterward, all proposals
for peace having been rejected by Alexander,
Darius collected another army, met the
Macedonian forces between Arbela and
Gaugamela, and was again routed. Alexan-
der captured Susa, the capital, and Persep-
olis, and reduced all Persia. Meanwhile,
Darius was collecting another army at Ee-
batana in Media, when a traitorous con-
spiracy was formed against him, by
he lost his life, in 330 B. a

DARK AGES, a term used to designate the
period from about the fall of the Roman
Empire, in 476, to the revival of learning, in
the twelfth century. Sometimes the words
are understood to mean the entire Middle
Ages, but usually only the earlier part of
that period is so designated. See MIDDLE

DAR'LING, GRACE HORSLEY (1815-1842),
a celebrated English heroine. In 1838 the
steamer Forfarsliire, with forty-one pas-
sengers on board,, besides her crew, became
disabled off the Fame Islands during a
storm and was thrown on a rock, where it
broke in two, part of the crew and passengers
being left clinging to the wreck. The next
morning William Darling observed them
from Longstone lighthouse, about a mile dis-
tant, but he shrank from attempting to
reach the "wreck in an open boat in such a
raging sea. His daughter Grace, however,
implored him to make the attempt and let
her accompany him. At last he consented,
and father and daughter reached the wreck
and succeeded in rescuing nine sufferers. The
news of the heroic deed soon spread, and the
brave girl received testimonials from all
quarters. A purse of $3,500 was publicly
subscribed and presented to her. Four years
later she died of consumption, honored
throughout the world.

DARMSTADT, dalirm'staht, GERHAKY,
capital of the former grand duchy of Hesse,
is situated fifteen miles south of Frankfort-
on-the-Main. Among the remarkable build-
ings are the old grand-ducal palace, con-
taining one of the largest libraries in Ger-
many, the Catholic church, and the Rathaus,
or townhall, built in 1580. Darmstadt is a
busy manufacturing town. There are iron
foundries, breweries, machine shops, tobacco
factories, carpet works, and manufactories of
scientific instruments, chemicals and playing
cards. The town is also an important rail-
way center. In 1330 it secured municipal
rights, and in 1567 it became the capital of
Hesse. It was burned by the French in the
seventeenth century, hut afterwards rapidly
rose in importance. Population, 1933,
93,000.

BAB/NEL, the popular name of a species
of poisonous grass. It appears to be the
tares of Scripture. It is said to have nar-
cotic and stupefying effects, but recent re-
searches have cast some doubt on its reported
injurious qualities. It is met "with in corn